











fanned reprisals in Korea itself, where Koreans attacked resident Chinese in “Chinatowns”
and other areas in several cities, killing several hundred. The Wanbaoshan Incident thus
helped set the stage for popular domestic Korean support for the action of the Manchurian
Incident. In turn, anti-Japanese incidents also flared up in areas all around China in the
summer of 1931

Hayashi tried desperately, between a slowly responding Tokyo and obstinate
Chinese authorities, to resolve the incident diplomatically, but by August it was also too
late for any rice planting that year. Talks at all levels ended in failure, and the Guandong
Army reaped the benefits of aroused Japanese and Korean indignation, some of it aimed at
the Gaimushd, when it moved in September.

In China and Manchuria, the Japanese consul was the sole Japanese administrator
responsible for the welfare and behavior of the Korean communities. This proved to be an
impossible task, and most consuls could only close their eyes to the problems. A few
sought solutions, but the increasing Korean population also meant that Japan’s informal
empire was becoming more and more unmanageable as time went on.

Conclusions

This essay has presented a picture of the Japanese consul’s role in treaty port
imperialism in prewar China. Japan’s informal empire in China encompassed many
Japanese agencies and interest groups, but the legal arbiter or center of extraterritorial
privilege was the consul. Gaimusho diplomats posted to this job brought with them their
institutional pride and training which greatly aided them in coping with the many
irregularities of this office in China.

The Gaimushd, throughout prewar history, protested that consulates could not be
turned into colonial offices. In China, the distinction between the treaty port consulate
and an outright colonial administrative office might on some points be confusing, but
nonetheless Gaimusho consular officials steadfastly insisted on one, resisting the demands
and actions of a host of their own national agencies and interest groups to further
encroach on Chinese sovereignty. In reality, of course, the erosion of the consular
authority from these competing agencies over time greatly aided the move to formal
empire in the 1930s. Prior to the 1930s, however, this erosion--that is, increasing
Japanese encroachment on China’s sovereign rights--had greatly alarmed both Chinese
nationalists and the Western powers, who were seeking to end the system altogether, at
least partly due to the Japanese subversion of it. In a vicious spiral of cause and effect,
this threat to the status quo of treaty port imperialism hastened Japanese expansionists to
undertake the outright occupation of part of China in 1931
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