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This paper examines the relationship of Wo O to ndghboiing states throughthe
tracing of the andent Chinese maps of the Stan-hai ching 6 ZA (The classic of
mountains and seas) and explores its cultural significance. Wo covered an area on one
(or more) of theidandswhich we now know as Japan.

The Shan-hai ching

To comprehend the relationship of Wo to its neighbors in andent times, it is
necessary not only to investigate historical sources and archeological daa, but to begin
by examinaing one of the oldest references to Wo in the Shanhai ching. Within the
doauments of the Shanhai ching in the section entitied (Hai-neé pe chingdZ = A
(Classic of regionswithin the seas. North) lies oneof the oldest citationsto Wo.

An andent comprehendgve survey of the world, the Shanhai ching is sometimes
said to be the paalld in Chinese literature to medieval Latin bestiaries and to booksof
marvels and mongders. Here is where can be found information on archac cultures and
practices of andent times tha is of interest to scholars. The Shanhai ching is
traditiondly ascribed to YY O, thefounde of the Hsia Dynasty, and Yi m, aminister of
the preceding ruler Shun © who had been a legenday ruler. In ther initial efforts to
control floods YY and Yi traveled across the empire and produced a log or record of
wha they saw and encountered in ther travels. These logs were later said to have
become the Shanhai ching.

Thetitle of the Shanhai ching first appesred in Ssu-ma Chien@ 3m 1 (ca 145
ca. 86 B.C.E.) Shhchi N x (Recordsof the Historian, 123:3179) Genedly, the daes
of the Shanhai ching, attributed to varying authorship, are placed beween 300 B.C.E.
and 250 C.E.' The Hai-nd pé ching reference to Wo endswith an editorial pogscript
bearing the names of three pdace officias of the Former Han (dated 6 B.C.E.). The
division of the Shanrhai ching into eighteen fascicles (chYan ) has remained generaly
undtered since the Y Yan peiod. The only commentary to be compiled before the Ming
peiodwas that of KuoP@ R G (276-324) which is consdered to bethe standad one

Theeighteen chapters of the Shanhai ching may be divided into five groups
1. Chapters 1-5: QVu-tsang shan ching0 &6 © A (Five treasures. The classic of

mounting

! Michael Loewe, ed, Early Chinee Text A Bibliographical Guide (Berkeley: University of
California Pres, 1993), pp. 359-60.
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2. Chapters 6-9: (Hai-wai chingOZ “ A (Classic of regionsbeyondthe seas)?

3. Chapters 10-13: (Hai-ne chingOZ = A (Classic of regionswithin the seas, Chapter
12: (Hai-ne pd chingQrefers to Wo)

4. Chapters14-17: Ora-huang chingOv U A (Classic of great wilderness)

5. Chapter 18: (Hai-nd chingOZ = A (Classic of regionswithin the seas)

Wo in the Shan-hai ching

Thereferences to Wo, revealed in the QHai-nd pe chingd(Chapter 12), are fourd
among the chapters tha survey the lands with foreign peoples and cover mourtains
deities, and mythical creatures.’

While Chapters 1 through5 of the Shanhai ching tell of the sacred mountins of
the central region and the surrounding regionsin the four cardind points (south, west,
north, and east), it is Chapters 6 through 9 tha describe foreign peoples and landsin the
regionsbeyond the seas (to the south, west, north, and east). Furthermore, it is Chapters
10 through 13 tha deal with foreign peoples and places to the cardind points beyondthe
central lands within this set of chapters, the specific reference to Wo may be found.
Chapters 14 through 17 depict those at the edgeof andent Chinese civilization.

The Hai-nei pei ching

The compilers of the Shanhai ching conaeived of theworld as being divided into
three rectangles: (1) a central region (correspondng to Chapters 1 through5); (2) four
seas, encompassing the centra territory (Chgpters 10 through 13); and (3) the regions
beyond the seas and wilderness (Chapters 6 through 9 and 14 through 17) (see Map 1).*
Within the second rectangle, Chapter 10 (Hai-nd nanching) surveys the landsfrom the
southeast cormner toward the west, Chapter 11 (Hai-ne hsY ching) from the southwest
corner toward the north, Chapter 12 (Hai-ne pa ching) from northwest corner to the eat,
and Chgpter 13 (Hai-néa tungching) from northeast toward the south (see Map 11).

Chapter 12 (Hai-nd pd ching) maps out mountins deties, mythical creatures,
and foreign peoples and lands induding Wo. In the Hai-né pd ching are found the
following references to foreign lands and peoples (see Map I11; the following numbers
correspondto those on Map 111)>:

2 The edtorial postscript to Chapters6 to 9 bears the namesof three palace offi cials of the Former
Hanwith the date of 6 B.C.E. Theidertical edtorial note follows Chaper 13.

®Kamaseki Takeo U Z TE considersthe term Qvei jenO R | (Chapter 18, Hai-nei ching) to be
amistake for ONo-jenO O ! . Seehis ONVajinno okoriO¢  w S\ “ (Origins of the people of
Wo), in Zemin! ru Nihon kodai shi , U /& " ¢ O Sy E ™(Seminar, history of anciert Japan),
vol. 1 (Tokyo: K! bunsha, 1979).

4 Michael Loewe, ed, Early Chinese Texts, p. 537.

®Maps Il and Il were creaed based on information on the locations and the idertificaions of
some placenamesand foreign peoplesprovided by Cheng Hsia, Hui-Chen Cheng, and Kemeth
Lawrence Thern, transl., Shan-hai ching: Legendary Geography and Wonders of Anciert China
(Taipei: Committeefor Compilation and Examination of the Seriesof Chines Classics, National
Institute for Compilation and Trarslation, 1985); K! maMiyoshi 6 ~* , trarsl., Sengai ky":
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1. Shewu @& (snakeshaman)Mouniin,aso called Kua 4 (Turtle) Mountin.

2. Hs-wangmu !  (Queen Mother of the West), a major deity.® Her sacred
creatures are three green birds

3. K@nlun//¢ Mountin, the cosmic four-sided plateau (world tree), where ddties
make thar ascendon from and descent to earth.

4. Ta-hangpo v>u (big wak chief), holding a dagge-axe. A warrior figure, the
founde of the county bearing his name.”

5. Ch&anfeng %o ¢ (dogfief) Land, aso called ChFanjung %o + (dogtribe).?

6. Erh Fuchihshih @ -C  (Erh Fu@ corpse). A county in the far north is named
after him.?

7. A girl knedling, offeringaclubandfood

8. Chi-liang (fortunae measure) Horse, a striped horse.'°

9. Kue F (ghog) Land,thebeangthere is said to have a human face with oneeye, or a
serpent body ™

10. TGo HWanthouwd), eats humens

11.ChQungch® i  (strangecreasure), lookslike atiger with wings eats humans

12. TheMoundTowers of EmpeorsYao" , K@i #}, Tan-chu ... & and Shun??

13.Ta-feng vI (big bee/wasp).

14.Chu-o é) (red moth).

15. Chiao HE the people with tiger stripes and calves on their shin bones.

16. T@-fei P- d with ahuman face and an animal body in green.

17.Ch¥Y-pi chihshih 11-C  (ChY-pi®3 corpse).

18.Huankou T  (ringdog), bangswith the head of an anima and a human body.

19.Mo , beingswith ahuman body.

20.Jung * , thepeople with a human head and three homs*®

21.Lin-shih f (forest clan) Land.**

Ch#tgoku kodai no shinwa sekai » , &« &= y Ew ¢é H, (Shan-hai ching: The
mythological world of anciert China) (Tokyo: Heibonsha, 1969); ard E. G.Puleyblark, GChinese
ard Their Neighbors in Prehistoric and Early Historic Times,Oin David N. Keightley, ed, The
Origins of Chinese Civilization (Berkeley: Univerdty of California Press, 1983).

® QueenMother of the Wes appearsasa hybrid with the feracious feauresof atigressin Chapter
2: Shi-shan ching.

" Anne Birrell, The Classic of Mountains and Seas (London: Perguin Books Ltd., 1999), p. 237.

8 The foundation myth of this land relatesto a dog-hero.

°Erh Fu is implicaed in the murder of Ya YY Ab¥. Shih C (corpse deity) indicaes the
representative of the deadmanin the funerary ritual of the Chou period. The concept of corpse
deitiesmayimply anarchaic practce of humansacrifice.

191t wassaid that anyone who ridesthis horse shall live for athousard years

" The name of Kuei appearsin the Wei chih (History of the kingdom of Wei), Ofung-i chuanO1

K — (Records of the eagerntribes).

12 Jacaues Garnet claims that the cult of deadkings is associated with the Sharg civilizaion:
History of Chinese Civilization (Cambridge, Eng.: Cambridge Universty Press, 1972), p. 45.

13 Jung is the name of a Tibeto-Burman peaple.
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22.Tsourwu $ & (preciousanimal), can beridden athousndli in asingle day.

23.Fan8Z(flood) Forest, 300li squae.

24.TsQingchi jo (vertical limit) Pool.

25.Pingi b K (icetribe), with ahuman face, riding two dragons™

26.Yangwu " 8z (brightpool) Mountin, thesource of the Yellow River.

27.Lingmen 1 } (icegae) Mountin, thesource of theYellow River.

28.WangTzu-yeh chihshih |0 @ - C  (Wang Tzu-yeh@ corpse), another corpse ddty.

29.Hsiao-ming i G (night bright) and Chu-kuang"Y ; (torch gleam), daughtrs of the
wife of Shun ©, Tengpishih "1f , livingonabig marsh by theYellow River.*®

30.Kai  (cover) Land*

31.ChYYen% (powerful King of Yen).

32.*Wo (dwarfs), Japan was first known by this name.

33.Ch@o-hsen O (Korea), present-day Lo-langCounty  IA .

34.Lieh-yang " (brightchans).

35.Hai-pa Z (north of thesea) Mountin.

36. Lieh-ku-she (ku-shechans), anisland’®
37.Sheku Landinthesea.
38.Giant Crab.

39.Ling 3 Fish with ahuman face.

40. Giant pien SAFish (bream).

41.Ming-tsu-i "% _ (brilliant cord town).

42.P@nglai “fi Mountininthesea™

43.Ta-jen v! (big people) Marketplace®

Theitems aboveall relate to mythical beingsand creatures, religiousrites, and myths In
this sacred landscape Wo is placed togehe with the coamic K@n lun Mountins and the
Queen Mothe of theWest.

14 Chou shu U!< (Chou amals [dating from the Former Hanj) statesthat King Chou of the Shang
dynagy imprisoned King Wen of the Chou dynady. Hung Yaotravelledto the land of Lin-shih
and found Tsou-wu (seeno. 22) ard presertedit to King Chou, who thenreleagd King Wen

2Yj K stards for non-Chinese peaples

® Matsuda Minoru | >1 states that the two daughters may be a moon goddess and a sun
goddess or two female shamars serving the river god. Seehis Sengaiky" no kisotekikerky# o ,
&w, A$ Z € (Badc study of the Shan-hai ching) (Tokyo: Kasamashoin,1995), p. 250.

Y ThereisaKaemal m Mountainin Kogury" U (Korea)

®1n the text of the Liehtzu 0, (Huang-ti pO&nOUTY2 E (Chapter on the Yellow Emperar), it
is referredto asa mountain on ariver island nea the sea. A similar nameis found in the Tung-
shanching 1 6 A.

¥ Accarding to the Shih chi, OFeg shan shuO « $YI< (Ferg-shan [sacrifice]), this is one of the

three spirit mountains in Po-hai, eas of Hopei. The immartals ard elixirs of life are said to be
found there.

% The name also appearsin the Tahuang tung ching v U 1 A .
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Kingdom of Yen

The Shanhai ching describes the relationship of Wo to other foreign lands The
following passage from the Hai-na pa ching states the connection of Wo to the kingdom
of Yen:

Kai [cover] Land is south of ChY Yen ard north of Wo. Wo belongs to Yen® ChOae
hsien [Chos"n, Korea] is eas of Lieh Yang, south of Hai Pei[sea north] Mountain.
LiehYang belongsto Yen?

At the beginning of Chapter 13in the Hai-nd tung ching, theterm ChYY en cited
above is used to mean the (powerful kingdomof Yen .G® During the age of the
Warring States (475B.C.E. to theimperial unification of 221B.C.E.), Yen was oneof the
seven main regiond powers together with Han @ Wei E, Chao "z, ChGn U, Ch@ #,
and Cha "k. The kingdan of Yen lay in the region of present-day Peking and to its
northeast. Yen is reported to have had close contact with its neighboing arbaiansO
Numerous knife-shgped coins daing from the Warring States peiod were found in
Manchuria and Korea. As early as the fourth century B.C.E., and definitely by the third
century B.C.E., Yen@trading relationsstretched as far asto Korea®*

Even after the formation of the Former Han, Yen appear to have had strong ties
with its n@ghboing barbarians For indance, in 19695 B.C.E. Lu Wan C$:, theKing
of Yen, rose in rebdlion. Therevolt was suppressed and Lu Guan soughtshdter among
northen Hsungnu . One of Lu Guan® geneas, Wiman " w , escaped with one
thousnd of his followers to northeastern Korea and became a ruler there in abou 194
B.C.E. Wiman@ Chos'n was eventudly overthrown by the Han empirein 108 B.C.E.

The reference to Wo in the Hai-na pd ching may indicate a possible tributary
relationsip between Wo and the kingdomof Yen as far back as the Warring States era,
predaing references to Wo in any of the Chinese dynastic histories. While Wo did
appear at therim of the northern regionsin the Sharrhai ching® survey of the world, it
does not emerge as an isolated county far into the sea, althoughits cultural and religious
practices seem incompaible with those practiced on the continent.

In addition to Yen, ChQ, another warring state is cited in Chapter 13 in the Hai-
nd tungching.”® Largdy because of the mythological contents of the text, the Shanhai
ching does not provide the same type of information as historica doauments do.
Neverthdess, its value lies in providing Chinese descriptions of the archac sodeties of
Wo, Yen, and Ch@, making it possible to shed light on the peoples of the East in andent
times.

2L The text reads, ONo shu YenO O!>

2 Cheng, Pai and Thern trans., Shan-hai Ching, p. 197. The same section in Anne BirrellOsThe
Classic of Mountains and Seas reads. GCaropy Country lies south of the land of Giartswallow
ard north of the land of Dwarfs. The land of Dwarfs belongs to the kingdom of SwallowO(p.
147).

% K1 maMiyoshi translatesthis termasthe powerful kingdom of Yenin his Sengai ky", p. 496.

% JacquesGerret, History of Chinee Civilization, p. 130.

% Thetext reads, (Kuei-chi Mountain is south of greatChOW
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Wo in Chinese Historical Documents

ChQen Hanshu - Al<

Not only the Shanrhai ching but official Chinese doauments provide references to
Wo. Theearliest citation in historical doauments is foundin the Ch@en Han shu (History
of the Former Han) compiled by Pan Ku & % (32-92). The Ch@en Han shu describes
thehistory of the Former Han dynasty, beginning with thelife of itsfounde, Liu Pang 6
u, in about 210 B.C.E. and ending with the fall of Wang Mang | = in 23 C.E. The
Chi-li chih 1 @ Y% (treatise on administrative geography) in the Ch@en Han shu, states:

Beyond Lo-lang in the sea, there arethe peaple of Wo. They comprise more than one
hundred communities It is reported that they have maintained intercaurse with China
through tributariesand envoys.®

In the Ch@en Han shu, the term Wo appears at the end of the section on the
regionsbdonging to Yen. In this section, first a brief history and cultural features of the
kingdom of Yen are given, and the descriptions of Lo-lang and the people of Korea
follow. Since the term Wo then appears in connection with Lo-lang in Korea, it can be
seen that Wo was consdered to beat therim of the Yen region?’

TheHouHanshu & Al< andtheWei chih E %

Commentaries on the people of Wo are found in the texts of the Hou Han shu
(History of the Later Han, 25-220 C.E.) and in the Wei chih (History of the Kingdomof
Wel, 221-65C.E.). Thebeginning of the commentary on Wo in theHou Han shureads

The Wo dwell on mountainous islands southeas of Han [Korea] in the middle of the
ocean forming more than one hundred communities From the time of the overthrow
of Ch@o-hsien[Chos" n, northern Kored by Emperor Wu (140-87 B.C.E.), nearly thirty
of the$2 E(;:ommmities have held intercaurse with the Han[dynagy] court by envoys ard
scribes

Thus when the people of Wo first appeared in Chinese dynastic history, thirty
communities of Wo had already maintained diplomatic and tributary relations with the
continent. Since this was at the time of the Former Han dynasty, the Hou Han shu thus
far indicates tha the people of Wo may have had tributary relationswith the Kingdomof
Y en even before the Former Han dynasty. Theissue of a tributary relationship may also
be examined from the Japanese historical viewpoint. In thisway, we might determine if
the people of Wo were prepared to establish diplomatic ties with the continent in the era
before Japan@ name appeared in theofficial dynastic doauments.

% Otake Takeo —> & E, trars., Kanjo Al< (History of the Former Han dynagy) (Tokyo:
Chikumashob! , 1998), val 3, p. 451.

%" See Otake Takeq, trars., Kanjo, pp. 449-51.

. Carigton Goodrich, ed., Japan in the Chines Dynastic Histories Later Han Through Ming
Dynasties trarslated by Ry#saku Tsunoda (South Pasdera: P. D. and I. Perkins, 1951), p. 6.
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Historical Records from Japan

TheYayoi 0\ period(ca. 250B.C.E.-ca. 300C.E.) began alittle earlier than the
Former Han dynasty and ended abouta century later than the Later Han dynasty, and near
the beginning of the Yayoi period Japan entered the civilized orbit of East Asa. This
occurred with the appearance of rice-growing villages and the use of iron. Virtudly all
thenew cultural features of the period were introduced from Chinaand Korea.?®

According to the Ch@en Han shu (noted above, the local chieftains were at that
time sending diplomatic ddegaionsto the Chinese outpod of Lo-lang in northern Korea
Evidence from burial artifacts suggest tha prior to the Yayoi peiod, theJmon A (ca
1000 B.C.E.bxa. 300 B.C.E.) people actudly traveled from northen Kyushu to the
Korean peninaula® Certainly, at this time, there was immigration from the peninaula to
Wo in even greater nunbers.

Interestingly, in his Lun heng = ™ (Discussion on authority, Later Han), Wang
Ch@ng | (27-907%) indudes certain passages stating that during the reign of King
Cheng 1, of the Chou dynasty (ca. 1020 B.C.E.) the people of Wo sent to China
certain aromatic herbs as tributary gifts, herbs said to be for ritud use** AlthoughSino-
Japanese tributary relations might not go as far back as the Chou dynagty, it is possible
tha for some time prior to the Former Han, alow level of trade existed on both sides of
theKorean strait to bring the two regionsinto contact.

Archeological remainsand recordsof religiouspractices are of enormousvauein
giving evidence of Japan@ relationship to the continent. The remains of the ritud site
from the late J'm on period foundin Akita Prefecture, indicating a primitive concept of
the world tree and even the existence of human sacrifice, give the appearance tha the
people of Wo practiced religiousrites® In addition, clay figures from the middle Jm on
era, animal-like faces with upright bodies, suggest indpient snake-cult ceremonies by
female shanans® We know tha the tradition of miko & o, or female shamans is
certainly old. The first written doaument from Japan, the Kojiki Y x (Record of
andent matters, 712) describes a trance dance by a female daty named Ame-no-uzume-
no-miko ?2O0sr who danced in an effort to entice the Sun Goddess out of the cave
where she secluded herself.

Both the Hou Han shu and the Wei chih tell of Himiko pGz (ca 183ca 248
also known as Pimiko), a female ruler of Wo. The Queen enjoyed a great following
among her subjects, largdy because of he mastery of magical powers (kid" Fj ). Her
lands were hdd togeher by common bdiefs in magic and practices over which she
exercised her absolute power as a head shaman

# Delmer M. Brown, ed, The Cambridge History of Japan (Camhridge, Eng.: Cambridge
Universty Press, 1993), vol. 1, pp. 80-81.

¥ Mori Klichi y O°, ed, Nihon no kodai I: Wajin no t'j* OSwy E ¢ wJO
(Ancient Japan|: Emergence of the Wo peaple) (Tokyo: Ch#! k! ronsha, 1995), p. 42.

- Mori K! ichi, Nihon no kodai, p. 51.

% yoshie Akio ' D ceE, Nihon ts#shi © S & ™ (Comprehersive history of Japan) (Tokyo:
Y amakawa shupparsha, 1986), p. 71.

% Delmer M. Brown, ed, The Cambridge History of Japan, vol. 1, p. 71.

3 Y oshie Akio, Nihon ts#shi, p. 70.
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Regarding Himiko@ rule, the Hou Han shu states:

During the reigns of Huanti | Y4 (147-68) ard Ling-ti 2 ¥4 (168-89), the country of
Wawasin a state of great confusion, war and conflict ragng on all sides For a number
of years there was no ruler. Then a woman named Pimiko appeared Remaining
unmarried, she occupied herself with magc and sorcery and bewitched the populace
Thereupon they placedher on the throne. She kept one thousard female atterdarts, but
few peaple saw her®

In turn, the Wei chih cites Himiko® successor named lyo C"; . It is said that
great disturbances followed after Himiko® desth unil Iyo, a girl of thirteen was made
gueen and then order was restored. Mog likely, lyo was also afemale shaman who ruled
the people throughher mastery of magic practices.

The Chden Han shu and the Wei chih record the practice of the Gortune keeperO
in the land of Wo. When the people went on voyages, they appointed a man called the
GortunekeeperQ(jisui 0§ ) who was not allowed to comb his har, to wash, to eat meat,
nor to approach women. If the voyage turned out propitious they al lavished on him
daves and other valuables. In the event there was disease or mishap, they killed him,
bdieving tha al phenomenain this world were connected. One was able to influence
wha was going on around oneself. In the same way the success of Himiko may have
attributed to her supaior powers as the GortunekeeperOof the her landsand people.

The Chinese histories discuss the Wo practice of divinaion by baing bones in
much the same way astha foundin andent China

[Wei chih:] Whenrever they undertake an erterprise and discussion arises they bake
bones and divine in order to tell whether fortune will be good or bad First they
pronouncethe object of divination, using the same manner of speechasin tortoise shell
divin3a61i on; then they examine the cracks mack by the fire and tell what is to come to
pass.

Actudly, the Neolithic inhaitants of northern Chinawere the first people to use
animal bones for divinaion by a process of heating them and interpreting the cracks.
During thetime of the Shang in themiddle of the second millennium B.C.E., this practice
had reached its height with the addition of new features induding use of tortoise shdls.
More than a millennium later, the same type of divinaion was recorded as beng
practiced in Wo. The Chinese histories indicate that the Chinese divinatory practice mugt
have been imported to Japan while the memory of its activity could still beinvoked. Itis
clear that the early Chinese immigrants or the people who were familiar with thereligious
practices mug have carried them to Wo.

Conclusion

Thereference to Wo in the andent maps of the Shan-hai ching may be oneof the
oldest of thewritten recordsrelating to Japan. Chinese historical doauments attest that the

% . Carrigton Goodrich, ed, Japan in the Chinese Dynastic Histories p. 8.
% . Ccarrigton Goodrich, ed, Japan in the Chinese Dynastic Histories p. 13.
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chieftains of Wo, induding Himiko, were eager to maintain diplomatic ties with the
continent unde the tributary system, these regiond lords needing to do so in order to
maintain their own postionsin ther own territories. It remainsplaugble tha some of the
chieftains may have established diplomatic relations with the state of Yen on the
continent as early as the third century B.C.E. Such a possbility is suppoted by the
reference to Wo in theHai-néd pe ching.

In the sacred landscapes described in the Hai-nel pa ching, Wo significantly
appears on its fringe As depicted on the maps these regions are filled with sacred
mountains, dead kinggDmounds corpse deities, mysteriousforeigna's, fabulouscreatures,
and man-eating hybrd animals; and the entire world is sugained by such magic bdiefs
and practices as theworld tree, al familiars of a shaman. Theworld view of the people
in Himiko® land was not extraneous but congenia to the world of the Shanhai ching,
because Wo with its shamanism was pat of the landscape of the Shanhai ching not only
geographically but culturally. The record of Wo in the Shanhai ching suggests tha
centuries before the unification of Japan, the land of Wo was an integral part in the East
Asian cultura sphee and bdongel to its world order. The world order here is not a
political order in amoden sense but the order sugained by bdief in magical powers, the
order bdonging to atime when kingsand quesnswere head shamans themselves and the
landswere bdieved to be occupied by those mysteriousforces.
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